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CONFIDENTIAL CAPE TOWN 937 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MORG, PORG, WA, SA 

SUB J : NAMIBIA: SWAPO BASES IN NAMIBIA 

1 . ACCORDING TO NEWS REPORTS FROM LONDON, A FILM ON SWAPO 
ACTIVITIES INSIDE NAMIBIA BY SWEDISH PRODUCER PER SANDEN, 

WAS DUE FOR SCREENING MAY 10 ON BBC'S 'TONIGHT" PROGRAM. 

SANDEN REPORTEDLY SAID HE AND HIS FILMING TEAM TRAVERSED 
THROUGH OVAMBO LAND TOUCHING ON THE KAOKAOVELD. HE SAID 
THEY WERE ESCORTED BY A "POSSE” OF ABOUT 250 SWAPO 
SOLDIERS. SANDEN REPORTEDLY STATED HE WAS ASTONISHED 

BY THE SIZE OF THE GUERRILLA CAMPS WITHIN NAMIBIA, THE 
BIGGEST OF WHICH HOUSED UP TO 2000 MILITARY PERSONNEL. 
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"THEY WERE VERY WELL HIDDEN, WITH VERY BIG UNDERGROUND 
COMPLEXES AND UNDERGROWTH HIDEOUTS," HE SAID. HE 
ESTIMATED SWAPO MILITARY STRENGTH IN AND ON THE 
NAMIBIAN BORDER AT 7000 TO 10,000 MEN. 

2. COMMENT: SANDEN'S REPORT SUGGESTS A POTENTIALLY 
MAJOR ISSUE WHICH COULD ARISE SHOULD AGREEMENT BE 
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REACHED ON THE WESTERN PROPOSAL AND IMPLEMENTATION 
BEGIN. SWAPO MIGHT CLAIM IT HAS SEVERAL BASES INSIDE 
OVAMBO AND INSIST THAT THEY BE RECOGNIZED. SOUTH 
AFRICA, ON THE OTHER HAND, HAS OPERATED ON THE 
ASSUMPTION THAT NO ARMED SWAPO FORCES WOULD REMAIN 
IN OVAMBO DURING THE TRANSITION PERIOD. THE SAG 
WOULD CONSIDER RECOGNITION OF SWAPO BASES WITHIN THE 
TERRITORY AS DAMAGING POLITICALLY AND AS CONTRARY TO 
THE AGREEMENT. 

NELSON 
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